
Nestled in the heart of Mayfair between Bond Street 
and Piccadilly, Burl ington Arcade is England's longest 
standing shopping arcade, housing 40 specialist 
stores and policed by The Beadles. 

B u r l i n g t o n A r c a d e b e g a n its l i fe in 1819. u n d e r Lo rd G e o r g e 

C a v e n d i s h , b r o t h e r o f t h e 5th D u k e o f D e v o n s h i r e , w h o h a d 

i n h e r i t e d t h e a d j a c e n t B u r l i n g t o n H o u s e . S i n c e Its o p e n i n g , t h e 

A r c a d e h a s b e e n p o l i c e d by The B e a d l e s - g u a r d s w e a r i n g f r o c k 

c o a t s a n d b r a i d e d t o p ha ts in t h e o r i g i n a l l i v e r / c o l o u r s of Lo rd 

C a v e n d i s h . T h e B e a d l e s w e r e o r i g i n a l l y r e c r u i t e d t o e n f o r c e a str ict 

set o f b e h a v i o u r a l ru les In t h e A r c a d e , m a n / o f w h i c h still a p p l y t o 

th is d a y . s u c h as n o r u n n i n g , n o b i k e s a n d n o w h i s t l i n g . H is to r i ca l l y , 

w h i s t l i n g h a s a l w a y s b e e n f o r b i d d e n as It w a s u s e d b y p i c k p o c k e t s 

as c o d e d s i g n a l s In t h e 19th c e n t u r y . 

B u r l i n g t o n A r c a d e Is w h e r e re ta i le rs w i t h u n i q u e stor ies to 

te l l o p e r a t e a n d d o b u s i n e s s . For us. m a i n t a i n i n g t h e h e r i t a g e 

a n d " m a g i c " o f t h e A r c a d e is o f t h e u p m o s t I m p o r t a n c e w h e n 

l e a s i n g a un i t h e r e . ' says El l le Lewis , h e a d o f re ta i l m a r k e t i n g 

a t M e y e r B e r g d o r f . j o i n t o w n e r o f t h e A r c a d e w i t h T h o r Equ i t i es . 

W h e n a p p r o a c h i n g a l e a s i n g d e c i s i o n w e l o o k In to s u c h a r e a s 

as c r a f t s m a n s h i p . I n d i v i d u a l i t y , a n d t h e leve l o f se rv i ce o f f e r e d 

to e n s u r e t h a t it m e e t s a n d e x c e e d s t h e s t a n d a r d s o f o u r v is i tors , 

w h o a p p r e c i a t e a h i g h q u a l i t y o f fe r t h a t Is t y p i c a l o f its h i s t o r i ca l 

no to r i e t y , a n d o f t e n t r ave l f r o m f a r a n d w i d e j u s t t o v is i t it.' 

T h e A r c a d e ' s c u r r e n t o f fe r i n c l u d e s , a m o n g o the rs , d e s i g n e r h a t 

s tore M a i s o n M i c h e l . Sw i ss -F rench w a t c h m a k e r B e l l 8 Ross, l i n g e r i e 

b r a n d La P e r l a a n d M a n o l o B l a h n i k ' s w o m e n ' s a n d m e n s w e a r 

s tore . M o s t r ecen t l y . It h a s b e c o m e L o n d o n ' s g o - t o p l a c e fo r 

d e s t i n a t i o n f r a g r a n c e h o u s e s s u c h as R o j a D o v e . F r e d e r i c M a l l e . 

K i l i an . T r u e G r a c e , a n d s o o n - t o - o p e n A t k i n s o n s . 

T h e A r c a d e p lays hos t to a w i d e r a n g e o f e v e n t s i n c l u d i n g 

p r i v a t e s h o p p i n g e v e n i n g s a n d d i n n e r s for Its re ta i l e rs , as w e l l 

as a n n u a l p u b l i c a r t e x h i b i t i o n s . T h e m o s t r e c e n t is t h e c u r r e n t 

e x h i b i t i o n . B i rds b y M a t h l l d e Nivet . W e h a v e a l s o h a d a n i n - s t o re 

t a k e o v e r c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h Roya l A c a d e m y o f Arts a n d M a y f a i r Art 

W e e k e n d , a n d a n e x c l u s i v e A n t h o n y G o r m l e y s c u l p t u r a l I n s t a l l a t i o n 

c a l l e d C i n c h , w h i c h c a n b e v i e w e d a t t h e B u r l i n g t o n G a r d e n s 

e n t r a n c e . ' a d d s Lewis . 

M a t h l l d e Nlvet is w e l l k n o w n w i t h i n t h e l uxu ry sec to r fo r h e r 

b e s p o k e c r e a t i o n s for b r a n d s s u c h as C h a n e l . H e r m e s , a n d 

C h r i s t i a n L o u b o u t i n . w h e r e s h e h a s c r e a t e d w i n d o w c o n c e p t s . 

I n s p i r e d b y th is , w e w a n t e d to s h o w c a s e h e r t a l e n t s o n a l a r g e r 

s c a l e fo r o u r v is i tors t o e n j o y . It t o o k M a t h i l d e seve ra l m o n t h s t o 

c r e a t e t h e 300 I n d i v i d u a l p a p e r b i r ds i n s t a l l a t i o n w h i c h a r e a l l 

I n d i v i d u a l l y h a n d m a d e a n d I n s t a l l e d . ' says Lewis . 

W e c o n t i n u e t o n u r t u r e a n d d e v e l o p B u r l i n g t o n A r c a d e in l i ne 

w i t h o u r l e a s i n g s t ra tegy . It Is c o n t i n u a l l y e v o l v i n g a n d Is e n j o y i n g 

a r e s u r g e n c e as a w o r l d - l e a d i n g l uxu ry d e s t i n a t i o n . W e wi l l s o o n 

b e a n n o u n c i n g s o m e v e r y e x c i t i n g n e w s , so w a t c h th is s p a c e . ' 

S p a n i s h f a s h i o n d e s i g n e r . M a n o l o B l a h n l k sums u p t h e A r c a d e : 

I h a v e a d o r e d t h e B u r l i n g t o n A r c a d e f r o m t h e v e r y first v is i t : it h a s 

t h a t i n t i m a t e f e e l i n g a n d o n e a l w a y s fee l s w e l c o m e , e s p e c i a l l y 

w h e n t h e B e a d l e s g r e e t y o u a t t h e e n t r a n c e . It Is a n e l e g a n t p l a c e 

w i t h h is to ry a n d t r a d i t i o n a n d t h e s h o p s t h a t o c c u p y it s h a r e t h e 

s a m e q u a l i t i e s as I f i n d e s s e n t i a l In b e a u t i f u l , h a n d m a d e p r o d u c t s . 

Hones t l y . I c o u l d n o t t h i n k o f a b e t t e r p l a c e to b e . ' R F 


