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KING'S CROSS Text- G e m m a Ba lmford 

The location, the connections, the canal-side setting, 
the rich and varied heritage, and exciting cultural 
scene make King's Cross an exciting place to live, 
work and shop in London. 

O n c e a n u n d e r u s e d i n d u s t r i a l w a s t e l a n d . L o n d o n ' s K ing ' s Cross 

is n o w b e i n g t r a n s f o r m e d In to a v i b r a n t m i x e d - u s e d e s t i n a t i o n . 

B y 2020 t h e a r e a w i l l c o m p r i s e m o r e t h a n 710 .000 sq m o f o f f i c e s , 

r e s i d e n t i a l , re ta i l a n d l e i su re p r o p e r t i e s . I n c l u d i n g 1 6 . 0 0 0 sq m o f 

s h o p s , r e s t a u r a n t s , c a f e s , b a r s a n d o t h e r l e i su re f ac i l i t i es . 

W i t h a c o m b i n e d I n v e s t m e n t in t h e r e g i o n o f £ 5 b i l l i o n , t h e 

r e n o v a t i o n o f K ing 's Cross a n d St P a n c r a s I n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a t i ons , 

w i t h t h e i r m a g n i f i c e n t G o t h i c a r c h i t e c t u r e a n d n e w I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

c o n n e c t i o n s d e l i v e r i n g h u n d r e d s o f m i l l i ons o f v is i tors e v e r / year: 

t o g e t h e r w i t h o u r m a s t e r p l a n a n d r e g e n e r a t i o n o f K ing 's Cross . 

Is r e d e f i n i n g a n d r e i n v e n t i n g t h e a r e a for n e w g e n e r a t i o n s . 

says C r a i g W h i t e , p r o j e c t d i r e c t o r a t A r g e n t ( P r o p e r t y 

D e v e l o p m e n t ) Serv ices . 

At t h e re ta i l h e a r t o f t h e b u r g e o n i n g n e i g h b o u r h o o d is C o a l 

D rops Y a r d , a n e w s h o p p i n g d e v e l o p m e n t t h a t is e x p e c t e d t o o p e n 

In O c t o b e r 20I8. Bu i l t In t h e I850s to r e c e i v e a n d sort c o a l as It 

a r r i v e d f r o m t h e n o r t h o f E n g l a n d by t r a i n , t h e g r a n d V i c t o r i a n b r i c k 

v i a d u c t s a r e b e i n g r e l m a g i n e d by H e a t h e r w l c k S t u d i o as a d y n a m i c 

re ta i l d e s t i n a t i o n f e a t u r i n g u p t o 65 u n i q u e re ta i l un i t s . 

T h e h e a v e n l y t h i n g a b o u t w o r k i n g w i t h t h e s e e x i s t i n g s t ruc tu res 

has b e e n t a k i n g t he i r q u i r k s a n d t r e a t i n g t h e m l i ke g o d s e n d s t h a t 

c a n a d d r i chness a n d t e x t u r e , a n d t r u e v a r i e t y to t h e p u b l i c s p a c e 

a n d re ta i l . ' says T h o m a s H e a t h e r w i c k . T h e r e wi l l b e a h u g e r a n g e 

of d i f f e r e n t l y s i z e d a n d c o n f i g u r e d s p a c e s , w i t h t h e e m p h a s i s o n 

d i s c o v e r y r a t h e r t h a n c o n f o r m i t y . Vis i tors w i l l a l w a y s f i n d 

s o m e t h i n g i n t e r e s t i n g t o see a n d it s h o u l d b e e q u a l l y s t i m u l a t i n g 

for re ta i le rs to r e s p o n d to t h e a s p e c t s o f t h e o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g s 

t h a t w e h a v e r e t a i n e d a n d t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y e l e m e n t s t h a t h a v e 

b e e n a d d e d . 

T h e c o b b l e d st reets a n d b r i c k a r c h e s wi l l b e a c c e s s i b l e f r o m a l l 

a r e a s o f K ing 's Cross a n d f r om t h e t o w p a t h of R e g e n t ' s C a n a l a n d 

G a s h o l d e r Pa rk . 

K ing 's Cross h a s a n a m b i t i o n to r e d e f i n e t h e p h y s i c a l s h o p p i n g 

e n v i r o n m e n t . ' e x p l a i n s W h i t e . L e d b y t h e p r e m i s e t h a t d i g i t a l 

is g l o b a l a n d p h y s i c a l Is l o c a l , w e a r e f o c u s i n g o n b r a n d s t h a t 

c a n e x p r e s s t he i r s tor ies b y r e s p o n d i n g t o t h e p l a c e , d y n a m i c 

s tore d e s i g n , v i s u a l m e r c h a n d i s i n g I n n o v a t i o n , a n d u s i n g a r t a n d 

c u l t u r e to c r e a t e e n g a g i n g s p a c e s : w h e n y o u c o m b i n e a l l o f t h e s e 

I n f l u e n c e s t o g e t h e r a c r o s s K ing ' s Cross , a n d in p a r t i c u l a r In C o a l 

D rops Y a r d , t h e resu l t is a n u t te r l y c o m p e l l i n g , w e l c o m i n g a n d 

I nc l us i ve re ta i l d e s t i n a t i o n . 

R i g h t n o w . K ing ' s Cross is a t t h a t t i p p i n g p o i n t , m o v i n g f r o m t h e 

f o o d s c e n e o n w a r d s t o re ta i l , w i t h a raf t o f n e w c o n c e p t s tores d u e 

to o p e n In 20I7.' a d d s W h i t e . Ove r t h e n e x t f i ve y e a r s w e wi l l s e e 

t h e a r r i va l o f t h e rea l , f u n c t i o n i n g I n t e r s e c t i o n b e t w e e n o n l i n e a n d 

p h y s i c a l sa les in t h e s h o p s a n d o t h e r s p a c e s a t K ing ' s Cross . ' 

RETAIL NEIGHBOURHOODS 

KING'S BOULEVARD 
A v i b r a n t s h o p p i n g s t ree t w i t h a f o c u s o n f a s h i o n a n d l i fes ty le 

N i k e o p e n e d its f irst n e i g h b o u r h o o d c o n c e p t s tore o n t h e 

B o u l e v a r d In 20I6. 

T h e b r i g h t e r , m o r e s p a c i o u s c o n c o u r s e a t K ing ' s Cross S ta t i on 

o p e n e d In 20I2 f o l l o w i n g a £ 5 0 0 m i l l i o n r e f u r b i s h m e n t . 

A s h o p p i n g a n d l e i s u r e d e s t i n a t i o n in Its o w n r igh t , h o s t i n g 

re ta i le rs s u c h as LK B e n n e t t . T h o m a s P i n k a n d C a t h K i d s t o n . 

n 

W i t h G r a n a r y S q u a r e a t Its c o r e . C a n a l s l d e is t h e s o c i a l h e a r t 

o f K ing 's Cross . W a i t r o s e has a l a r g e s tore o f f G r a n a r y S q u a r e 

w i t h a w i n e b a r a n d c o o k e r y s c h o o l . 

D e s i g n e d b y H e a t h e r w l c k S tud io . C o a l D rops Y a r d w i l l b e t h e 

re ta i l h e a r t o f K ing ' s C ross w h e n it o p e n s in O c t o b e r 20I8 . 

W i t h t h e g r e e n s p a c e of Lewis C u b i t t P a r k , th is p a r t o f K i ng ' s 

Cross h a s a n e i g h b o u r h o o d f e e l , w i t h l o c a l p u b s , b i s t ros , 

s h o p s a n d d a y - t o - d a y a m e n i t i e s . 

H o m e to s m a l l e r I n d e p e n d e n t s a n d w e l l - k n o w n a n d 

t r u s t e d b r a n d s . 


