
MW Design translates Debrand's logo 
into a walk-through experience at the 
fashion label's Taipei store. 
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DEBRAND feeds off the sci-fi frenzy with a spacecraft-inspired boutique 
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TAIPEI — The release of Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens roused even sleeping sci-fi fans. 
The aptly titled movie t opped the 2015 box-
office charts , paving the way for subsequent 
spin-offs and reconnec t ing audiences with 
their inner Jedis. Perhaps capitalizing on the 
hype, Debrand touched d o w n i r rXimend-
ing — a fashion and cul ture hub that 's been 
dubbed the 'Harujuku of Taipei ' - wi th a 
bou t ique that tu rns shoppe r s in to players on 
a s imulated sci-fi film set. 

The 2 0 0 - m 2 in ter ior of Debrand 
- the brainchi ld of Taiwanese singer and 
pop-cu l tu re icon Kenji W u - was assigned 
to M W Design. 'The owner is a big fan of sci-
fi movies, ' says the s tudio 's design director, 
Michelle Wei . 'He wan ted to incorpora te the 
concep t in to the s tore design as well as the 
clothing. It's also the t rend in Taiwan r ight 
now.' W u isn't the first to make the connec 
t ion. Looking for links opens up a w o r m h o l e 
in to fi lm-to-fashion sci-fi references from 
titles old and new. Parallels can clearly be 
drawn, for example, be tween aspects of 
Alexander Wang 's Fall 2015 collection and 
Ava's look in Academy Award-winning Ex 
Machina, re leased the same year. 

For the physical s tore , M W initiates 
b rand engagement from the street wi th an 
archway in the shape of Debrand ' s logo, 

tu rn ing the t r ademark in to a walk- through 
exper ience . Perhaps taking Star Wars refer
ences a tad too literally, co lour -changing 
l ighting accompanies a futuristic voice that 
welcomes shoppe r s . Whi le M W m a y b e 
s t re tching it to claim that 'from the m o m e n t 
guests enter Debrand , they 're t ransformed 
from ord inary peop le in to superheroes ' , the 
premise generates hype in an indus t ry that 
feeds off it. 

Immers ion reigns supreme, leading 
cus tomers from a figurative spaceship base 
to its core on the second floor. En-route 
encoun te r s include a backlit arsenal, seem
ingly p r o m p t i n g p repara t ion for a miss ion. 
Add ing an extra d imens ion to the experi
ence - and further cater ing to the owner ' s 
sci-fi infatuation - the s tore hos ts art exhi
bi t ions related to the genre . — Tl 
mwdesisn.com.tw 
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Debrand's boutique turns 
shoppers into players on 
a simulated sci-fi film set 


